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WESTERN EUROPE — CANADA — INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS .

This publication is prepared for regional specialists in the Washington com-
munity by the Western Europe Division, Office of Current Inteltigence, with
occasional contributions from other offices within the Directorate of
Intelligence. Comments and queries are welcome. They should be directed to
i the authors of the individual articles.
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Cyprus Talks Show No Progress

Tensions increased in Cyprus over the week-
end, following an outbreak of heavy gunfire between
Greek and Turkish forces. Fach side also charged
the other with bad faith in the intercommunal talks.

The clashes, described by the US embassy in
Nicosia as the most serious in several months, began
-~ on January 31 in northwestern Cyprus when Greek and
Turkish forces exchanged heavy gunfire for about 30
minutes. Heavy firing also broke out on February 1
near Nicosia airport and spread to the UN-patrolled
"green line," which separates Greek and Turkish
forces in Nicosia.

While there is no information on who initiated
the shooting on January 31, UN officials are "reason-
ably certain" that the two-hour exchange the following
day was begun by Turkish forces. UN officials arranged
a cease-fire, but more clashes could occur.

The latest incidents came amid Greek and Greek
Cypriot charges that the intercommunal talks had made
no progress because of Turkish intransigence and de-~
laying tactics. Turkish and Turkish Cypriot officials,
on the other hand, insist that some progress had been
made despite what they termed the inflexibility of
the Greek side.

In fact, the negotiators made no significant
progress in their six meetings on substantive political
issues last month. They will have a final chance today
before the scheduled suspension of US military aid to
Turkey on Wednesday.

The lack of progress appears to be the result of
Turkish reluctance to make meaningful . concessions and
Greek unwillingness to accept token gestures which
might give the talks an aura of progress and lead to
an extension of the cutoff date.
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If military aid to Turkey is continued, Greek
Cypriot students reportedly intend to organize mass
anti-American demonstrations. Greek Cypriot demon-
Strators damaged the US embassy on January 18 and the

USIS library on January 20. 25X1
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Vietnam Issue Raised at Geneva Conference

The second session of the Diplomatic
Conference on International Humanitarian Law
Applicable to Armed Conflict--the conference on
the law of war--opened yesterday in Geneva.
Despite a vote last year that rejected attempts
by the Provisional Revolutionary Government of
Vietnam to be seated as a full member at the
conference, the issue of PRG participation will
be raised again and may be decided as early as
today.

Conference rules of procedure specify that
the rulings on credentials made at the first
session apply to all subsequent sessions of the
conference as well., The PRG and its allies--in
particular, Algeria--are therefore presenting
the PRG accreditation issue as a "new question"
that requires a "new" conference decision. An
Algerian-sponsored resolution calls on the con-
ference to invite "both the governments in South
Vietnam" to participate in the conference's
work with full and equal rights.

Estimates of the voting outcome are very
close and the issue could again be decided by
just one vote--as it was last year. Once the
PRG representation issue is out of the way, the
conference may be able to get down to its real
businesg--improving the laws governing the
rules of warfare laid down in the Geneva con-
ventions of 1949,
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Belgian Labor Problems

Rising unemployment could cause a government
crisis in Belgium. Unemployment reached approximataly
150,000 or nearly six percent of the workforce, last
month. The number of partially employed also is rising
and the outlook for 1975 is for a continuation of this
trend.

Unemployment is highest in French-speaking
Wallonia, particularly in the depressed Charleroi
area. The most immediate problem facing the govern-
ment 1s the closure of two glass factories in Charleroi,
one a bankrupt plant taken over by the government and
the other privately owned. Workers struck the latter
plant last month and occupied the premises when it
became apparent that the company planned to close the
facility after merging with a larger firm. In both
cases the workers are looking to the government for
a solution; the Ministry of Labor has asked the
company planning to close the one plant to delay
action until February 15.

Belgian metal workers also threatened to strike
when wage negotiations broke down last month. Plant
layoffs are the key issue since wages are tied to the
cost-of-living index. For this reason union leaders
have asked for guarantees that there will be no per-
manent layoffs in 1975. If negotiations are not re-
sumed, the metal workers plan to strike on February 10.

Because the major problems are centered in
Wallonia, the situation could have political reper-
cussions. Three members of the government, including
the Labor Minister, are from Charleroi. Additionally,
the government's majority in parliament is dependent
upon the support of the small Walloon Rally Party
which might disassociate itself from the government if
these labor issues are not resolved satisfactorily.
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ANNEX

Political Currents in Spanish Military Assessed

The warning against the impropriety
of political activity by members of the
armed forces, which the ministers of the
thpee services made at their annual New
Year's receptions on January 4, has led
to speculation that Madrid is worried that
its military establishment has been infected
by the Portuguese virus. Spanish military
and eivilian sources have emphasized, how-
ever, that the remarks were:

——intended to be a reetatement of
the military's apolitical role;

——timed to caution the military in
active duty statue not "to partici-
pate in political associations when
theae became legal on January 123

--not prompted by worries of
political unrest among Juntor

officere.

The Staff Notes today summarizes a
pecent veport from the US defense attache
in Madrid on the political currents within
the Spanish military and how they might be
affected by Franco's departure.

The Spanish armed forces will stay away from overt

political activity as long as Franco is in sufficient
possession of his faculties to govern; they will also
avoid politics during any period of transition or
succession that is proceeding in accord with present

1aws. They would even accept rapid political liberal-
ization, if it were to come about through legal means.
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Tﬂﬁfwould, however, insist that the government,
through it all, maintain public order. 1If they came
to believe that the government, even one under Franco,
was unable or unwilling to prevent widespread disorder,
the armed forces would move to restore order.

Intervention might be stimulated by some
combination of such contingencies as:

--the burning of churches;
——the assassination of political leaders;

--Uncontrolled rioting of workers, students,
Or consumers in the major cities;

—-attacks against Civil Guard personnel;
~=-Seizure of land by peasant groups.

Intervention might be limited initially to
ultimatums to the political leaders, but if the 25X1
ultimatums fail to turn the situation around, . the
armed forces would at some point take over the govern-
ment completely.
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Appeal of a Military Career

Military service in Spain is still a pretty
attractive career in terms of prestige, pay, and
benefits. The improved economic status of the middle
class in the 1960s cut into the previously clear
economic advantage of becoming an officer. Pay
benefits and the rate of promotion are a source of
complaint among junior and middle officers.

The military's strict seniority system may
appear stifling to US observers, but it also offers
stability to the military.

But the advantages are there. One is the short
military working day, which usually ends at 2:00 pn,
permitting officers to hold second jobs or obtain
university degrees. In addition, Spanish officers
are not transferred as a matter of routine so that
their families are seldom uprooted to different parts
of Spain.

A good sign that a military career is still
desirable is the fact that applications to the service
academies are slightly larger than in past years.

Some 40 to 50 percent of the applicants selected are

sons of a military or paramilitary father. J 25X1
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